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BEHAVIOUR and CHARACTER 
Hae Hein Cu, e i 

Samuel M * Pherſon, 8 „ ks Shaw, 
Malcolm M Pherſon, 1 


ö 


Three Highland Deſerters; 2 


WHO WERE 
bor at ib TOWER, July the 18th, 1743. 


I 


Soul OBSERVATIONS on the Conduf? of a certain Stranger, 
who adviſed the Priſoners to wave any Defence they had, 
and to plead guilty. 

&A-48-% 


3 4 lam Narrative of the Original Inftitution of the Regiment, now commanded 
E 


Lord S . Containing an Impartial Account of the Riſe and Pro- 
5 , the late Mutiny in that Regiment. 


To which is added, 


The two PETITIONS which they ſent to the Loxps of the Regency, 
3 and to the DuTcxzss of Richmond. 


By the Clergyman of the Church of Scotland, who converſed with them in theis 
own Language from the Time of their Sentence till their Execution, 


Nil tur pe commit as neque coram alias . tecum maxime omni m reverere beipſum. | 


— 


L © VN D O N: 
Printed for M. Coop ER in Pater-Nofter-Rew. 1743. 


Price Six-pence. } 
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BEHAVIOUR, a CHARACTER 
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Who were 


; a 
4 : ' 1 * „* 


AE many. inconſiſtent and 83 

dalous Reports that are ſpread 
about Town, both 11 Print and 
e concerning the Characters 
and Behaviour of the three unhappy 
young Men who ſuffer'd in the Tower 
of London on Monday the 18th of Fuly, 
make it neceſſary, as well for Informa- 
tion of the Public, as out of Charity 
to their Memories, to ped, ne fol- 
ing beste,“ : „„ 


The Author of this Tract 2 5 it 
neceſſary to premiſe, that he means not 
in the Relation he intends to make of 
this Affair, either to juſtify 


on | : Þ +47 iy 


for which theſe Men ſuffer'd . or, in the 
leaſt, to arraigi the Juſtice of the Court- 
Martial in their 


roceedings.z or tax the 


the Crime | 


Br PETE 


SHO, T, on "_ the 18th, ae 


8 
8141 of 


gina wich "OR 3 bis, 3 a Mo- 
tive of Chriſtian Charity and Loye for 
Truth, means to rempve from the Cha- 
racter of the Deceaſed, ſuch falſe Aſper- 
ſions as are caſt upon them, either by the 
Malice or Ignorance of ſome, who think 
it not only neceſſary for the Vindication 
of public Juſtice, to repreſent theſe un- 
happy Men 28 Mutineers and Deſerters, 
but muſt paint them as; Men void of 
every other Virtye, and AAA to. tha 
groſſeſt Vices. ö 


In order to give NY: Reader a jult Idea 
of this Corps of Men, it will not be im- 
roper to go back as far as their arlglnal 
kitution, by which. we ſhall be the Pet⸗ 
ter enabled to form a 1 Notion of their 

Character. 
A 2 Few 


_ . .wittrthe -Scoi 
land but know, that anciently all the 
Lands in that Kingdom were held of the 


Few that are in the leaſt acquainted 


or Conſtitution of-Sco#-- 


Crown by military Tenures, or Knights 


The inferior Chieftains in thoſe Parts 
ſtill determined their mutual Quarrels as 
uſual-z and in revenge of any Affront, 
made Incurſions and Depredations into 
the Eſtates of one another, or connived 


Service; and that the Vaſſals of theſe - at their Followers doing ſo, to the great 
great Men held their Lands of them by Dis uragement of Induſtry, and Di- 
the ſame kind of Tenures. 8 ſturbance of the public Peace. 


- "By t a Mctud. e Nobifity. of chat In this Situation were Things in that 
Kingdom had always a Number of Part of the Country about the Time of * 
Men ready to bring into the Field, either the Ugiom of the Kingdoms, when the 
in defence of their Sovereign, or to de- Government very wiſely, by the Act 

cide their own private Quarrels with one called the Clan-Act, aboliſh'd theſe Le- 


another, at which the, Crown. always con- nures, and for preyeativg the Depreda. 
niv*d (for poligica} Reaſons) until both tions laſt mentioned. rais d ſeveral Inde- 


Parties were reduced to an equal and mo- / pendent Companies in the Highlands, the 
derate Share of Power. 2 


© 5 23 of which were given to ſome 
rt fol 00 e [of the eonſiderable Gentlemen in 
This Practice of Subjects deciding that Corner, ſuch as Lord Loveat, Laird 


i 


I private Quarrels by the Sword, ob- 
ned 


anciently all over Britain and moſt 


other Countries, until Civil Polity and 
more whoteſome Law prevailed 3 and F 


fei remained in the Sor Parts, and to- 
Fards the Borders of Srotland, till near 
the Time of che Union of the Crowns 
in the Perſon of King James the Firſt, 
when che chief Men in thoſe Parts were 
diverted from their private Animoſities, 
{ "their 'neceſfary Attendance on the 
rt, now removed ata greater Diſtance 

. from them, | 333 


However, this Spirit of Family Feuds 
ſtill prevaitd in the Highlands and more 

remore Parts of Scotland, who, by their 
Diftance from the Court, were unac- 
quainted with the Manners of the civi- 
. hiz'd Part of the Nation. 


" Country, | ff 
— tr 93 * « 
OJuntr x. 
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of Grant, Lochnell, Fanab, &c. all Men 
of Diſtinction and Weight, who were 
willing to engage their Perſonal and 
n their 
ompanies, for luppteſſing choſe Quar! 
tels, and ſettling a Civil” Polity > Ds 
n aten 


123 Ct 4 
* 3 FY 

* 
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© When this Levy was made, the Off. 
cers'took a ſpetial Care that none ſhould 
be enliſted into. that Service, but the 


Sons of the wealthieft and moſt reputa-. 
ble Farmers in the Country; and the ſe- 


cond and younger Sons of ſome of the 
leffer Vaſſals were not aſham'd to enliſt 
in a Service calculated for reſtoring of 
Peace, and eſtabliſhing Liberty and Pro- 
perty in their Country. And as they 
were allowed to occupy their own' Farms. 
or follow any other 8 | 


upon. 


ande or When they were 
2 


ally employed in pubſuit'of Robbers, 
or Diſtirbers of the public Peace; they, 
| inſtead of receiving Bounty- Money, made of 
Intereſt with the Officer to be admitted. 


In this Shape they continued-till they” 
were Regimented, under the Command. 
of the Honourable the Earl of Craw- 


ford, a Nobleman, whoſe Character was 
every way agrecable to them, and made 
little or no Alteration in their Circum- 


ſtances. 


When we have taken this View of 
their Original and Hiſtory, down to the 
Period of their being Regimented, it 
will be no Matter of Surprize to find 
he private Men of that Regiment dif- 

fering much in their Manners from thoſe 
of other Corps, if we conſider that 
| when they entered the Service it was 

offible for them to have the 
l Apprehenſions of ever being o- 
bliged to leave their own Country where 
molt of them had Farms or other Con- 

erns, and looked upon themſelves, and: 
I believe were eſteemed by the Country, 
only as a regulated Militia, at leaſt till 
ſuch Time as they were Regimented, 
which. was only a few Years ago. 


The Earl of Crawford enjoyed that 
Regiment but a ſhort time, when it was 
given to their preſent Colonel the Ho- 
nourable Lord Semple... e 


od 


They were quartered laſt Tear, the 
one half of them at Inverneſs, and the o- 
ther at Perth; ſome Time in Spring che 


Regiment was informed by their Offi- 

cers that they were to be reviewed at 

Muſſebrugh, a Village within four Miles 
Edinburgh, and afterwards to retur: 

to their Quarters, A 


Accordingly they had a Rout given 
them to that Place, and arrived there; 
but were told they were not to be re- 
viewed there, but at Berwick upon Tweed; 
when they came to this Place, they. were- 
told that his Majeſty deſigned to review 


them in Perſon at London, and that then 


they would all return to their Families. 


When they arrived at London, and 


found that his Majeſty was gone, the 


Regiment were univerſally diſſatisfied, 
that after ſo long a March they were 
diſappointed of the Honour of being 
reviewed by his Majeſty, 


Some Time after their coming here 
a Report was. currently ſpread that the 
Regimen: was to be ſent to ſome Parts 
of the Weſt-Indies, and broke or divided: 
amongſt the Colonies z which raiſed in. 
the private Men, who: believed this Re- 


port, a very great Animoſity againſt 


their Officers, whom they groundleſsly 
blamed for not informing them truly 
where they were to go before they car- 
ried them from their own Country; and: 
not allowing them Time to ſettle. their 
Concerns, of which ſome had very con- 
ſiderable, which. they were obliged to- 
leave in great Diſorder, they thought 
the Intereſt of the Government did ro. 
ways require that they, more than any 
other Regiment in Britain, ſhould be 

1 leit 


(6) 


left ignorant of the Rout they were to 


take, and by that means be. diſappointed 
of an Opportunity of ſettling their pri - 
vate Aftairs in a manner ſuicable to ſo 


long an Abſence; that they had been 


ſo long ſettled in that Country without 
any View of being ſo ſuddenly. called 
from it, that it amounted to as great a 
Hardſhipon them (comparatively ſpeak- 
ing) as it would be to the Militia of the 
City of London to be ſhipped for the 


Indies on an Hour's Warning 


The Officers took Pains to allay this 
Flame, by aſſuring the Men that ſo ſoon 
as the Review was over they would be 
allowed to return Home. | 


But when the Report of their Em- 
barkation prevailed, they were out of 
all Patience, and looked upon the De- 
 Ggn of ſending them to Flanders only 
as u Blind to get them on board, in or- 
der to ſhip them really for the Weſt- 
rene nana ain pe gud! 


Tho' their Officers attempted to un- 
deceivè them, yet they had 
pointed fo often, and filled ſo long with 
Hopes of going Home, that they had 
no Credit with them. ett it 
1 ale 14t gxdt; 


F 
© 3 4 


Add to this, that there was another 


Complaint pretended for the Ground of 
their Diſcontent, that ſome ſmall Ar- 
rears were due to them, that they had 
been obliged to uſe their own Swords, 
and that their Cloathing, eſpecially their 
Shoes and Plaids, ere remarkably defi. 
client, the ſe laſt being not worth Six- 


# 75 


n diſap- 


2 per Tard; whereas they uſed to 
e allowed Plaids of more than double 
that Value. V 


This Spirit continued after the Re- 
view, when the Diſcontented agreed upon 
Tueſday Night after to meet at Finchley 
Common, where a great Number of 
them convened and waited till their 
Number increaſed, In this Interval ſome 
of their Officers came up, and by their 
Perſuaſions a great Number returned: 


However, about 100 of them continued 


their firſt Reſolution of returning to 
their .nu Country, x. 


- Here it is remarkable that the Night 
was ſo dark that they ſcarce could diſtin- 
guiſh Faces, ar make any Computation 
of their Number, and that Malcolm M* 
Pberſon, one of the Deceaſed, had never 
hitherto given any Conſent to go away, 
but came within ſome Diſtance of the 
Place where the Men were aſſembled, 


19 and with another in Company, continu ed 
irreſolute what Courſe to take until the 


coming up of the Officers had raiſed 
ſome Ferment, upon which he came 
unto the Crowd and allowed himſelf to 
be hurried along without knowing 
where he was going. 


Next Morning when by Day-Light 
they could diſcern their Number, and 
not finding the Deſertion ſo general as 
they expected, Samuel M* Pher/on, an- 
other of the Deceaſed, adviled the 


whole Body ftrenuouſly to return to 
their Duty, which Advice he continued 


to inculcate during their March to Lady 
| | Wood; 


Tek ; and in a ſhott Time after they 
came there, be applied to a Juſtice of 
the Peace to propoſe Terms of $.irren- 
der and during all their Stay there, uled 
his utmoſt Endeavoirs to Prevent BL 
coral to deen Auen. 115 
At laſt bet rid in ſome NET: of 4 
Pardon by the Intervention of his Grace 
the Duke of Montague, to wiiom Ap 
plication was made in their behalt, they 


ſurrendered! on Diferetion, In which Sa- 


nmel M Phetſen was the moſt inftru; 


mental, as wil} be acknowleged | 15 the 


Officers 1 to ne he ſurrendered. 
They w were brought ſoon after 10 che 


Tower, and à Court Martial ms 
toctty them," | ea 21 


Fo . 
. 


The firſt Day the Cn Manial . 


a Perſon, à Stranger to all the Priſoners, 


came do the Grate, and pretending. a 
great deal of Ooncern for their ; Misforr 
tune, Lewy —— S mn ion on 
their Trial any. Co they might 
have againſt their Moe [Ry wh 
that he was cevtain ſuch a Plea would 
non avail-themn; and *withaur. frying 
chem wodld expoſe their "Officers, 
ADS ID'% 7459871 8 
Thathe wideſt Courſe they could fol. 
law: for their On Safety, would be to 
acknowledge their Guilt and plead Mercy not 
of the Court Martial, which he. aſſured 
them would effe@tualy work their De- 
Jiverance- that no Puniſhment, would. be 
inflicted on them; and-ar che ſame Time 
preſented them a Petition which he had 
—— drawn, addreſſed to the Court 


- 


LAG 


of i this Stranger. 


F ; — 
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e ne 
Martial in -theſe Terms, and; eddy 
ver frankly. relying on theſe Aſſu- 


rances, ſigned and delivered che lame 
to that honourable Counts 


1 their Oe came next Day 
to the Tower and inculcatedethe farne 
Doctrine unto the Priſoners that rhe 
Stranger had. done before, Sfuring" 
them that they would all be liberate 14. 
Gone: ah When r NW e be 
9061 | kek: 


Ther "Be were rr ed dolves 
the Court Martial one by” one zi this 
Queſtions aſked them were:to'this Purz 
poſe, Was you enliſted ? Have you ta- 
ken the Qaths ? | Have: you! received 
your, Paw? Had yo your: ue. 


regularly? To all which tliey:anſwere 


in the Affirmative: They were aſked 
if they had any Complaints againſt 
their- Officers, they all anfwered_ inithe. 
Negative, and in genefa! pleatied hos 
thing in Alleviation of these Crime 
before the Court Martial, but Inke 
vertency, and that they. were / moved to 
it, by a Report which prevailed uf 
their being to be / ſent to che Weft:Tndies, 
and into a eee wf cheie 
Health. 115,90 $929 0 
TN trig ti lern d an $1903 2 
cannot help in chis Place to take 
notice of the remarkable: Officiouſneſs 
He takes e 
without being aſked or theleafÞ appa- 
rent Iutereſt in the Friſoners, to a 97 
them in: Matters of the laſt Conſequence 
to them, their Lives and Reputation; 


has the Raſhneſs to o pre judge the Opi- 


B nion 


2 
* 


— 
* 


5 


nion of the Honourable the Court 


Martial in a Point of Law, which is 


at leaſt a moor Point amongſt the 
Lawyers themſelves. e l | 


How unreaſonable was it for any 


Man to pretend to determine what 


Weight any Plea would have before a 
Court of Judicature determining in a 
Caſe of Life and Death; and how un- 
Juſt to the Priſoners, to adviſe them to 
conceal any Circumſtance in their Caſe 


towards alleviating their Crimes, or 
railing 'the ſmalleſt Motions of Com- 


paſſion-towards them in the Breaſts of 


their Judges!!! 


+. Suppoſe: there had been but little 


Weight in the Plea of their Want of 
Pay, yet ſtill it was a Circumſtance 
cloſely connected with their Crime, 


- without which it was impoſſible to form 


a juſt Judgment of the Heinouſneſs of 
that Action. For it muſt be granted 


on the one hand, that a Soldier who 
deſerts and cannot plead Want of Pay, 


Sc, is leſs excuſeable, and conſe“ 
quently deſerves a greater Degree of 
Puniſhment than he who has ſuch a 
Pretence ; this muſt. be granted, tho 
it ſhould be admitted on the other hand; 


that there is not ſo much in this Plea 


as to ſſcreen the Criminals totally from 


Puniſhment : But how much, or how 


little is in it, is a Caſe few wife Men 


ally againſt the Priſoner, fince Hiſtory, 


either antient or modern, does not af- 
ford any one Inſtance of Capital Pu- 


niſhments inflicted on Soldiers Who 


mutinied for Want of Pay. 


It is true, the Pay they want is but 
ſmall ; Io their own. Account ten or 
twelve Shillings, ſome leſs, ſome a 
Trifle more, which I, mention out of 
Juſtice to the Officers, becauſe it was 
currently reported in Town that the 
Deficiency was much more conſider- 


able. But however trifling this and 


1 their other Complaints may ſeem to 
that might have the ſmalleſt Tendency 


Men not concerned, yet I cannot but 
reckon it barbarous to have adviſed : 
them to conceal theſe Circumſtances, 
the Relation of which could not be 
ſuppoſed to have been capable of - mak- 
ing the Court Martial. leſs merciful to 
the Priſoners, if it had not the con- 
trary Effect. EEE 8 5 
But however that Plea was waved, 

and did not fall under the Cognizance 

of the Court Martial who made their 

Report, the Conſequence of which was, 
that on Tueſday the 12th a Warrant 

was directed by their Excellencies the 
Lords of the Regency to the Governor 


of the Tower, for the Execution of 
Samuel At Pberſon, Malcolm M' Pber- 


ſon, both Corporals, and Farguar 
Shaw, a private Centinel, all three of 
the Number of the Deſerters, upon 
Monday the 18th of July laſt. 8 


Having thus impartially traced this 
Mutiny from its Rite to this Period, it 
temains that we give ſome Account of 
the Character and Behaviour of theſe 
three unfortunate Criminals, from the 
A | ; Intima- 


* 


q A . 
. * . 
% 


Intimation of their Sentence to their unmarried, was born in the Pariſh of | 
Execution, | 422 © Rothmurchius in Strathſpey, and Shire 


| ; of Inverneſs. His Father, Alexander 
Samuel M Pherſon, aged about Shaw, was an honeſt Farmer, but gave 
twenty- nine Years, unmarried, was his Son no Education, as living at a Di- 
born in/the Pariſh of Laggan in Bade- ſtance from Schools, and not in a Con- 
muck and Shire of Inverneſs 3 his Father dition to maintain him elſewhere: 
ſtill living, is Brother to M* Pberſon Farquar lived ſome time by droving, 
of Breachie,* a Gentleman of a conſi- but meeting with Misfortunes in that 
derable Eſtate in that County, and is Buſineſs, was reduced, and obliged, 
himſelf a Man of unblemiſhed Repu- for Subſiſtance, to enliſt in this Regi- 
tation, and a plentiful Fortune. ment, where he has lived till now With 
Ws 28 [LD x meet Kenn out any Reproach. 
Same was the only Son of a. firſt 78 37e 22 Et oo WA 722 
Marriage, and received a genteel Edu - The Sentence was intimated to them 
cation, having made ſome Progreſs in upon Tueſday before their Execution. 
the Languages, and ſtudied for ſome This unexpected Change of their For- 
Time at Edinburgb with a Writer, (that tunes, from Hopes of Life and Liber- 
is, an Attorney) until! about ſix Years: ty, to that of a ſhort Preparation for 
ago he enliſted as a; Voluntier in Ma- a violent Death, very much ſhock'd/ 
jor Grant's Company, where he was their Reſolution; but Samuel leſs than 
much reſpected Both by the Officers any of them: When the Warder went 
and private Men, and was in a ſhort to acquaint Samuel of this melancholly 
Time made a Corporal. Nes, he carry'd with him two Cen- 
©1411 i703 e A 51 251 7 ART 2009 tinels, for fear any Accident might hap- oy 
"Malcolm M Pherſon, aged about 30 pen; and after expreſſing his Concern 
Years, and unmarried, was likewiſe for being the Meſſenger of ſuch un- 
born in the ſame-Pariſh, of Laggan, happy News, acquainted him, he muſt 
was Son of Angus M' Pherſon of Dri- die. He ſtarted with Surprize ; and 
minaru, a Gentleman of Credit and asked, with ſome Emotion, How muft 
Repute, who beſtow'd upon Malcolm I die? Dou are io be ſhot, Sir. — Then 
ſuch Education as that Part of the he reply'd, pretty compoſedly,- Gods. 
Country would afford. He enliſted Will be done; I have brought this upon 
about ſeven Years ago in my Lord myſelf. He then asked, If he might 
Lovea''s Company, where his Beha : be allowed Pen and Ink; and when 
viour recommended him to the Eſteem the Poſt went for Scotland? The War- 
of his Officers, and was ſoon made a der told him the Night; but that he 
Corporall. could not live to receive any Return: 
S ee neee 2712 07/0 +1, eee ONE mor WS IT 
Farquar Shaw, aged about 35 Years, very pleaſantly gave the Warder what - 
l a | Weapons 


\ 


o ; 


Weapong he had, which were only,a theſt Expreflions did not W 2 
ſmall Penknite and a Razor; and be» Threatening to ſtrike any of, them. -- £7 
fore the. Warder parted with him ſeem'd, 
tophavezaſſumecd, bis Ordinary, Calmacls, ++But notwghſtandingithartheyall three 
af ind; and; be and. the othęt 4994! imag ind, them ve n moe guilty 
aſter ſome Raflection;, aal oo gver- than she get af. Ahe Paifontrs,: yet they! 
ation! of the-Glergy, he ſtamn his, never. Pk] Atte d. che legſt. Reflection 
Time attegqded ther), were recancii agaiaſtithe; Sentence, the Court Mar- 
led fo. much to their Cireumſtaoceß, as tial, ornthe Lords ot the Regeney; in 
to be able to hear the Thoughis of Heathi Hort, they, did not attribute their 
A gen Necennps an Ie Reet Dgady; tn any thiag elfe. hut the di- 
| ſis ion, 40h. Will of. God. r vine Pr a e d, Adair which: hey 
1.0494 vis 100 Chearfully ſubmitted, and acquitted all 
Samuel owned he oy been ackive at Mankind ofdhein Unhapppr Rods. 2 of 
the. earn e the, Sedition 52 bytjhe which a Shqiv ga ela livelyIhs 
cquld, not help ſoms: imes thinking, chat, ſhangs1;,. Itibging; reporced:to, him, that 
the great Bains he took co, influence; the: e Me-i:anchad gapgſect be- 
Men to return to e aligrwai 2h che. CopryMamial chat he (Shaw) 
ing 81646 Mead ues 1 er his, firſt, BI preſented his! Piece te Ibm When 
_— Hain tier 22 ? + 2-4 3 he commanged Jim 40 return to his Du- 
| this anfl that this, Depofition' had de- 
. Mokelm, to the laſt, 8 he termintd the Cquft Martiab te fi upon 
neper advited any Berſon to go.away Rich in parficular h. he. ſent! ſof᷑ che der- 
on;the £@ntrary, „that he never wasvg- jeant, and very.calmly-que8ion'd-bira 
ſolved. himtelf; till the, Moment che; concerning this Fact; who told him 
joldeg che Men in ther, March, from! thzt-he, had. never been ad Evidence 
Finchley, Gommong, * Shen his Ret: : 35 him, but on d, thati he told 
tion was le hort, bn Wen ee ſome. of \his,, Officers, that he (Shea). 
What he Gp J e For ob hits had ten dep ſtrike pas who 
WS . 2430! 115 i If! f £13; 1 9431 25; Meth t 15 Nut 3 
erte Shaw, ia the laune manner, erde it was,propable; the; N 
declared, NN We e e $i Ge e this Intelligence fram * 
in railing the Mutiey: That en tigers, and that) by this Means dt 
adyis ba an) May. 40 deſert 6 34 deny d. 1 ial AD 7755 2 1 
2 preſenzed. his Ric to any of | LV tial : e eee 


grace Kere ad it Way bebe. IIe h e be: any: way 
PRE, 9 5 utter; d rumentaloto his Misfgrenes But 
ſame. very eons og xr, 9 aw, in an affable Manner, deſrid 


prefſions, 89 pm get 5 Ofc erg, him to give himſelf no Uneaſineſs on 
ao. that Head: That: he as netther--Spite 


nor 


commanded Wirg: to return ; but 
20 422 


N - 


0 
hat he had ſaid, 


Love' and 


ill. 15 n for x 
die in Perle 


nor In 
but would 
Friendſhip with him, and all Man- 


kind: 
purpoſe to make his Mind eaſy, and 
not to trouble himſelf. with needleſs. Re- | 
flections, ſince he heartily forgave 
him; z and aecordipgly parted- with him 
in, the moſt friendly Avg nch man- 
ner; and frequently g after expreſs'd, ro 
Ws Bis oncern for 9 Serjeant, leſt his 
ons on himſel rout tejudice 
5 or make him uneaſy:* 5 
ha viour of his, to the Man whom ne 
was convinc'd had been the principal 
Cauſe of his Death, muſt argue a moſt 


charitable, forgiving, and | igeneroys - 


. Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, very 


2 


ſeldom to be met with in Men of 1 more 


| elevated. Stations | in Lie. 


They all three were Men of ſtrong 
natural Parts, and religiouſly diſpoſed 
both from Habit and Principle, the na- 
tural Reſult of a good Example and 
early Inſtruction in the Doctrine and 
Precepts of Chriſtianity; for I received 


from all of them a great deal of Satis- 
Grounds of our holy Religion; and 


jon when 1 examined them on the 


even Shaw, who was perfectſy illiterate 
and could neither read nor write, was. 
ignorant of no Chriſtian Doctrine ne- 


ceſſary to Salvation, or. from whence . 
he could draw Comfort in his preſent 
Circumſtance. 


They were educated, 


That he had fent for him w 


11 5 


rend. Mr, Paterſon, who officiated for 
the Chaplain of the Tower, after the 
Form of the Church England, on the 
Sunday preceding cheir Execution. 


As thei r Notions of Religion were 
bee 0 they expreſſed che greateſt 
ard for Honeſty and Integrity, and 
"x ed God, tho” they were great 
inners, that his reſtraining Grace had 
enabled them to avoid all vicious and 
rophane Courſes, or the offering any 
15 njury to their Neighbours in their 
Perſons or Properties; that they hoped 
they had not only the Approbation of 
of a good Conſcience, but the Teſti- 
ony of their Officers, Friends and 
FO ales” that they have lived all 
their Life-time without Scandal to 
themſelves, or Reproachto their Friends, 
until this unhappy Period, When Raffi- 
neſs, without any Mixture of Malice, 
Cowardice, or Diſaffection to his Ma- 
Jeſty's Perſon or Goverpment. had 
brought their Lives to this miſerable 
N e 


They applied themſelves aach 
to the Duty of ny and reading the 
Scripture, from the Time of their Sen- 
tence, which they ſaid they had but 
too much and too long ce. 

Wben hay were all three brought 
to one Ward near the Place of Execu- 
tion, about four o'Clock that Morning, 


and died Members of the Church 'of they expreſſed the greateſt Affection 
and Sympathy for one another, cach 
pportunity of receiving the Sa-., regretting the Caſe of the other two 


more than his own; 
WC 


Scollg ud, tho”they chearfullyembraced- 
the 
| erament from the Hands of tite Reve- _1 


at the ſame time 
*  encourag'd 


Em 5 


i one Another ts Mit 
of Mind, and a dutiful Reſignation t 
the Hand- of God. 


Samuel M Pherſmn- ordered three 
Coffins to be made of fifteen Shillings 


Value each, for which he paid; and 
Malcolm made a Will, which he depo- 
ſited in the Hands of three of his 
own Name among the 7lighland Pri- 
ſoners, ſome Days before their, Execu- 


5 tion. 


Theſe three were admitted to vill 


the Priſoners, who teld them that they 


thanked God they had got the better of 
the Fears of Death, and were prepared 
to embrace it chearfully; that they 
thought their Caſe better than that of 
their Fellows, as they were leaving 
this World in Hopes of eternal Peace 
and Happineſs, whilſt they were to 
remain here expoſed to new Tempta- 
tions and new Troubles in diſtant and 
unknown Countries, where they would 
not enjoy Life, but a lingering Death. 

They applied by Petition to ſeveral 
Perſons bp Quality, of which the two 
e are true Copies. 


To. their Excellencies the Lick 
TH  Tuftices. = 


The bacable Petition of 8 M 


." Pherſon, Malcolm M Pherſon, and : 


Farquar Shaw. 
- May. it pleaſe your LordGips, | | 
HAT, whereas your poor 
Petitioners lie under Sentence 
D 


Death for Mutiny and Deſer- 


* a 


tion, and habe nothing to hope 
(under the Almighty) but from your 
Lordſhip's Favour on our Behalf, 


wbich we do molt humbly intreat, 
Aud as we are ſincerely : ſorry for our 


baſe Conduct and Miſbehaviour, and 
it being our firſt Crime, we hope 
for your Lordſhip's kind Indulgence, 


which ſhould we be ſo happy as to 
obtain, we do ſincetely promiſe to 


ES; 


retrieve this our Miſconduct by a 
ſteady Attachment to our moſt gra- 


cious Sovereign King Grorge, by 
defending him and his Royal Houſe 


with all our Power, where and in 
whatever Manner we ſhall be di- 


— 
- Saniuel M'“ Pberſen. 
Malcolm M Pherſon. 
een Shaw. 


To Her Grice. tür Dutcheſs f 
Richmond. 


The humble Riten of Samuel 
M Pherſon, Malcolm M' ' Pher- 
Jin, and Farguar Sbaw. 


Ma: y it pleaſe your Grace, 


HAT, whereas your poor 
TI Petitioners lie under Sentence 
Death for Mutiny and Deſertion, 
and have nothing to hope (under 
the Almighty) but from your Grace's 
charitable Interceſſion to the Lords 
Juſtices 


G 


Juſtices on our Behalf, we do moſt 
humbly intreat your Grace's good 
Offices. And as we are ſincerely 
ſorry for our baſe Conduct and Mis- 
behaviour, and it being our firſt 
Crime, we hope for your Grace's 
kind Indulgence, which, ſhould we 
be ſo happy as to obtain, we do ſin- 
cerely promiſe to retrieve this our 
Miſconduct by a ſteady Attachment 
to our moſt gracious Sovereign King 
George, by defending him and his 
Royal Houſe with all our Power, 


| ſhall be directed. 
Samue / M Pherſon, 


Malcolm M Pherſen, 
Fargquar Shaw, 


— 


Upon the Monday Morning the Go- 


vernor ordered them to put on their 


Shrouds below their Cloaths, which 
when done, they immediately began to 
pray, and continued in that Exerciſe 


very devoutly and fervently till ſix 


o' Clock, when they were called out to 
Execution. They walked to the Place 

claſe up to the Chapel in the Tower 
without expreſſing the leaſt Horror or 
Deſpondency in their Gaite or Counte- 
nance, but with a Chriſtian Compoſure 
and Reſignation of Mind. Here Sa- 


muel M Pherſon ſtanding on the Plank | 


which was appointed for them to kneel 
on, with an aſſured Countenance and 
in an audible Voice, in his own Lan- 


guage, addreſſed his. Fellow-Priſoners, 
that were drawn up round the Place of 
Execution, in this Manner: 5 


My Friends and Countrymen, 


Y O U are not Strangers to the 
Cauſe of my Sufferings with 

theſe my Companions; I hope the 
Anguiſh you mult feel at the Sight 
of this ſhocking Scene, will be the 
laſt of your Puniſhment; for I am 
convinced you muſt think it a Pu- 


where, and in whatever Manner we niſhment to ſee us bleed: But my 


Blood, J hope, will contribute to 
your Liberty ; that Thought affords 
me as much Satisfaction as a Soul 
prepared to take a Flight to Eternity 


can receive from any Earthly Con- 
cerns, — Take Example from our 


unfortunate Ends, and endeavour to 
conduct yourſelves, ſo, both before 
God and Man, as your Lives may 
ve long, and your Deaths natural. 
Next to your Duty to God, dil- 
charge what you owe your King 


and Country; wipe off this Re- 


proach by a ſteady Loyalty to his 
Sacred Majeſty, and a reſpectful 
and obedient Conduct towards your 
Officers, 


Having utter*d this Speech, he, with 
his Couſin ' Pherfon and Shaw, kneel- 
ed down, whilſt the Reverend Mr. Pa- 
terſon and myſelf join'd in Prayer, 

_ T- ___ kneeling 


ax 


„ 


Eneeſing before 'thein on a Plank : tors. They had, by their courteous 
When Prayers were over, their Faces Behaviour, gained ſo much upon the 
were cover'd 4 when Eighteen Soldiers, Affections of their Warders, the Inha- 
in three Ranks, (Twelve of whom were bitants of the Tower, and others that 
appointed to do the Execution, and converſed with them, that none were fa 
the other Six for a Reſerve, had been harc-hearted as to deny them their Pity; 
kept out of Sight for fear of ſhocking nay, nor hardly any had Reſolution to 
the Priſoners) advanced on their Tip- fee them executed. - Es 
toes, and with the leaſt Noiſe poſſible, ; eb? Wo 
their Pieces ready cock'd for fear of the What made this Spectacle ſtill more 
Click diſturbing the Priſoners, Serjeant- moving was, that Mixture of Devo- 
Major E/liſpu (who deſerv'd the great- tion, Agony, and Deſpair that was ſeen 
eſt Commendation for this Precaution) in the Faces and Actions of, the re- 
waved a Handkerchief as a Signal #0 maining Highland Priſoners, who were 
preſent; and, after a very ſhort Pauſe, ranged within-ſide the Guards. When 
'waycd it a ſecond time as a Signal 70 Prayers began, they all fell on their 
fire ; when they all three fell inſtantly Knees and Elbows, hanging - their 
| backwards as dead; but Shaw being Heads and covering their Faces with 
obſer ved to move his Hand, one of the their Bonnets, and might eaſily be ob- 
Six in Reſerve advanc'd, and ſhot him ſerved that they could not refrain from 
thro' the Head, as another did Samuel the loudeſt . Lamentations. Such a 
M Pherſan. Aſter the Execution, an Number of young Men, in ſo ſuppli- 
Offer order'd three of the Priſoners, ant a Poſture, offering their Prayers ſo 
"Nathe-fakes of the Deceaſed, to ad- fervently to Heaven, with ſuch Marks 
vance-and bury them; whom they pre- of Sorrow for the Fate of the unhappy 
- ſently ſtripp'd to their Shrouds, put Criminals, had a prodigious Effect 
them in their; Coffins, and buried them upon the Spectators, and I am hope- 
in one Grave, near the Place they were ful will influence the Practice and Con- 
. ſhot, with great Decency, The Offi- © verſation of all that ſaw them; and to 
cers on Duty appear'd greatly affected, the Praiſe of theſe poor Men, (take 
and three Hundred of the Third Regi- from them the Account their . heinous 
ment of Scotch Guards, who were drawn Tranſgreſſion of Mutiny and Deſer- 
up in three Lines in the Shape of a half tion) I believe their courteous and mo- 
Moon, attended the Execution, many deſt Behaviour, their virtuous and pious 
of whom, of the harden'd Sort, were Principles, and religious Diſpoſition, 
obſerv'd to ſhed Tears. would be no bad Pattern for Men a- 
; bove the Rank of private Centinels, \ 


Thus ended this melancholy Scene, and ought to be a ſeverer Reproof to 


| which raifed Compaſſion from all, and many who live here, and have all the 
drew Tears from many of the Specta- Advantages of a liberal Education, and 
5 5 | the 


5 1 ( 15 5 


dhe Example of a polite Court; that 


Men they eſteem barbarous, inhabiting 
a diſtant and barren Country, ſhould 
outdo them in real Politeneſs, that is, 


in the Knowledge and Practice of the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 


From hence we may remark, that 


thoſe who publiſhed or propagated ſo 


many ſcandalous Reports of theſe un- 
happy young Men, muſt either have 


taken little Pains to inform themfelves 


of the Truth, or muſt be poſſeſſed of 
little Charity, when they load their 


Memory with ſo many Aſſertions no 


way connected with their Crime. But, 
as this Relation is publiſned from the 
Priſoners own Mouths, and atteſted by 


a Perſon whoſe Profeſſion and Charac- 


ter ought to ſkreen him from the Im- 
putation of Partiality or Falſhood, it 
is hoped theſe Impreſſions will wear off 
of the Minds of the Public, and give 
Place to Sentiments of Charity for 
their Crimes, and Compaſſion for their 
Sufferings. | „ 


Magna ht Veritas, & Præ valebit. 
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